
WHAT IS COMMUNITY SERVICE? 
Community service is work done by a person or group of people that benefits others. It is often 
done near the area where you live, so your own community reaps the benefits of your work. You do not 
get paid to perform community service, though sometimes food and small gifts, like a t-shirt, are given 
to volunteers. 

Community service can help any group of people in need: children, senior citizens, people with 
disabilities, English language learners, and more. It can be used to improve places, such as a local park, 
historic building, or scenic area as well. Community service is often organized through a local 
group, such as a place of worship, school, or non-profit organization. You can also start your own 
community service projects. 

WHAT IS IN IT FOR ME? 
Participating in community service not only makes a difference to the organization and people being 
served, but also makes a difference to every student’s career prospects. Participating in community 
service activities helps to enhance student resumes by allowing students to obtain work-related skills 
prior to graduation, builds good references for employers in regards to community involvement, and 
provides a forum to network with future potential employers. It also helps students develop civic and 
social responsibility skills and become more aware of what their community needs. 

WHAT ARE SOME THE THINGS I CAN DO? 

Here are just a few ideas out of many, do not limit yourself. 

Helping Children and Schools: 
• Tutor children during or after school 
• Organize games and activities for children in hospitals or who are visiting hospitalized relatives 
• Knit or crochet baby blankets to be donated to hospitals or homeless shelters 
• Organize a Special Olympics event for children and teenagers 
• Volunteer at a summer camp for children who have lost a parent 

 
Helping Senior Citizens: 

• Read to residents at a nursing home 
• Deliver groceries and meals to elderly neighbors 
• Teach computer skills to the elderly 
• Mow an elderly neighbor’s lawn 
• Rake leaves, shovel snow, or wash windows for a senior citizen 

 
Helping the Hungry and/or Homeless: 

• Build a house with Habitat for Humanity 
• Volunteer at a soup kitchen 
• Donate non-perishable food to a food bank 
• Make “care kits” with shampoo, toothbrushes, combs, etc. to donate to homeless shelters 
• Help organize and sort donations at a homeless shelter 

 
Promoting Community Enhancement: 

• Paint park benches 
• Repaint community fences 
• Plant flowers in bare public areas 
• Volunteer to clean up trash at a community event 
• Adopt a local highway Clean up trash along a local highway 
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