
Extended Application Project Presentation Guidelines and Expectations 

WHAT IS THE EXTENDED APPLICATION PROJECT?  

• The Extended Application Project (formerly known as senior project), provides students the 
chance to design and implement a complex learning experience that represents their interests, 
the knowledge and skills they have gained from their years in school, and their vision for their 
future.  Each student’s work will be unique and can be a wide variety of things.  The best 
projects are things the student is already doing or is passionate about, for example; volunteer 
fire fighter, training horses, rebuilding a motor, camp counselor, working with the boys and girls 
club, volunteering at an elderly care facility, boy scouts, girl scouts, or church volunteer 
activities.  Students need to discuss the Extended Application Project idea with their mentor for 
approval.  All students must complete the Extended Application Project as a requirement for 
graduation and before entering into the PACE Program, it can be completed at any time during 
high school. 

Every Extended Application Project must include the following five parts: 

1.  Mentorship Connection – Students must work with their Mentor teacher, but may also work 
with a community consultant.  Students must have the project approved by the school mentor, 
(see Project Proposal below). 
   

2. Project Proposal – Students will meet with their Mentor to outline their plans for the project. A 
form is provided in the junior section of the Mentor Mentee binder and on the Scio High School 
home page. ( From the Scio High School home page, click on the academics tab, choose Mentor 
Mentee, scroll down to Senior Project, and choose Project Proposal.)  Students must be 
prepared to defend the relevance and rigor (see below for explanation of these terms) of their 
planned activities.  It should reflect their future goals as a profession or be some form of 
community service. 
 

a. An approved Extended Application Project has the following components: 
i.  It demonstrates meaningful learning for the student. 
ii.  It reflects a career goal or personal interest of the student. 

iii.  It requires intellectual challenge for the student. 
iv.  It requires the guidance of a qualified mentor. 
v.  It results in a tangible end product or endeavor. 
vi.  It requires a formal presentation of comprehensive knowledge. 

 
3. Research and Reflection Essay– The essay requires the student to produce a formal, word-

processed document— with 1” margins on page layout, double spaced text, and 12 font size 
letters. The paper should be a minimum of 2000 words (will be graded down if less than 2000 
words), include a reference page which cites research sources, and have at least three credible 
citations within the essay.  
 
 The reflection essay should introduce the following elements: 

a. Relevance:  It must introduce the project and describe the connection between the 
project and the student’s goals and plans beyond high school or how it relates to 
community service.  



b. Research: Document your new learning, ideas, results, or conclusions, and described 
how they relate to your goals. Include at least three credible resources cited within the 
text as well as on a reference page.  

c. Rigor: Describe how the Extended Application Project was completed.  Describe what 
was done, what skills or special knowledge were used or learned, and how it applies to 
the student’s life goals.   

d. Reflection: Conclude the essay with a personal reflection of the project and the overall 
outcome.  Discuss what was learned, what could have been done differently, and how 
the project as a whole reflects the student’s life goals, plans, or beliefs. 

 
4.  Product/Experience – The Extended Application Project results in the creation of a tangible, 

hands-on, product or photo’s of the experience that demonstrates the student’s acquisition and 
use of specific skills and knowledge and that documents their experience. This product is 
evidence of a student’s learning and will be shared during the oral presentation. The Project 
must involve a minimum of 40 hours of work, and needs to be career or community service 
oriented. 
 

5. Oral Presentation – Students will present their Extended Application Project before a panel of 
teachers and community experts in an eight minute presentation.  Parents/guardians, relatives 
and/or friends may not sit on the panel; however, they are welcome to attend the presentation. 
 
 The oral presentation must fulfill the following requirements: 

a. Be at least eight minutes in length. 
b. Utilize a power point presentation or visual presentation of the Extended Application 

Project that includes: 
i. A tangible item or photos of the item or activity such as: a horse, engine, four 

wheeler, quilt, sports camp photos, poster board, book, or other evidence. 
ii. A minimum of six slides. 

iii. Color theme. 
iv. Photos of the project as it progressed. 
v. Minimal words on slides. 
vi. Correct  grammar and conventions 

c. Address all components of the project, including Relevance, Research, Rigor, and 
Reflection. 

d. Students must be in professional attire. 
e. Exhibit professionalism during the presentation  such as: 

i. Be well rehearsed. 
ii. Make eye contact with panel. 

iii. Note cards may be used as prompts (if reading off cards exclusively, you will be 
marked down). 

iv. Ability to answer questions relating to the project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


