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Why does my student take science classes? 
 
The purpose of the Science Program at the High School is to: 
 
A.  Provide experiences appropriate to the general education of all students 
     leading to the understanding of the function and impact of science and 
     technology in modern society. 
 
B.  Provide appropriate preparation for the student to meet the proficiency  
     requirements of the Science State Assessment Test. 
 
C.  Provide the necessary classes needed to meet the requirements to graduate 
     with a diploma from Scio High School. 
 
D.  Provide a necessary requirement for admission into Scio High School’s 
     P.A.C.E. Program. 
 
E.  Provide appropriate career preparation for those students who will seek 
     an advanced education leading to careers in the sciences, engineering, 
     medicine, agricultural sciences, and other related professions. 
 
 
How many classes of science does my student have to take? 
 
 
The Oregon Diploma Requirement is 3 years of Science Credit for High School 
Graduation.  To meet this requirement, the High School offers two Sequences: 
Traditional  or Accelerated.  Both Sequences are described later in this booklet.   
 
During their Freshman and Sophomore years a basic requirement of a Physical 
and a Life Science will be met.  Which class that will be taken first is determined 
by the Sequence that will be available to your student.  Your student’s first and 
second year Science Classes will provide the balance that is necessary to 
prepare your student for the State Assessment Test for Science.  The third year 
can be a class in either of these two Sciences.  This choice would be based on 
your student’s interests and career direction. Either Sequence is intended to fulfill 
the diploma requirement, provide preparation for the State Assessment Test for 
Science, and to allow for the success of your student’s experiences after High 
School. 
 
Presently, most colleges and universities require a minimum of two years of 
Science Classes for admission.  Specifically, one year each of two different 
specific sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Physics, etc. are considered as different 
sciences). This requirement will be satisfied by the completion of the Accelerated 
Sequence.  Those students following the Traditional Sequence can meet this 
admission requirement by supplementing their sequence with a physical science 
such as Chemistry.  
 
Although the Oregon Diploma Requirement is 3 years of Science, we encourage 
your student to enroll in as many Science classes as they can. 



What are the Sequences that are offered to my student to meet Graduation 
Requirements? 
 

1.  For most students, the High School provides a:  
 
Traditional Sequence. 
 
                                                    Choose one for the 3rd Year. 
 1st Year          2nd Year               Advanced Biology  
Physical   ����   Biology      ����              or 
Science                                       Chemistry 
 
 

A 3rd year Alternative Class may be available based on the State Assessment 
Score.  See the H.S. Website for Proficiency Credit in Science. 

 
 

2.  For a few students, the High School provides an  
 
Accelerated Sequence.  
 
                                                 Choose one for the 3rd Year. 
1st Year          2nd Year            Advanced Biology   
Biology  ����  Chemistry  ����            or 
                                                      Physics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does my student sign up for a particular sequence? 
 
The Science Department recommends students and parents discuss and set 
goals for achievement in high school.  A plan that outlines what the student 
wants to do with their high school education will allow the school counselor and 
mentor to guide your student through the registration process.   
 
The Traditional Sequence is open to all students.  Acceptance into the 
Accelerated Sequence is limited to recommended placement only. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How does my student qualify for the Accelerated Sequence? 
 
Entrance to the Accelerated Sequence is determined by 5 factors.  Each factor is 
given a score and is then weighted and added together to give a numerical 
ranking.  The five factors, in decreasing order of weighting, are; TAG 
Identification, Correct Answers to Selected Questions on the Biology Placement 
Exam, Current Math Class, Overall Test Score on The Biology Placement Exam, 
and 8th Grade Science Teacher’s Recommendation.  After ranking, students are 
accepted into the Accelerated Sequence as space is available. The student with 
the highest ranking will be placed first and continuing until all the Biology classes 
are full.   
 
The Middle School Science Teacher will offer the Biology Placement Test in the 
8th Grade.  The Middle School Science Teacher will announce the date of the 
test.  Traditionally it is administered in February or March.  The results are 
available when scheduling is completed at the High School.  Occasionally, this 
may not be accomplished until the end of summer.   
 
Once accepted into the Accelerated Sequence the student has the responsibility 
to maintain a minimum 83% “B” grade during their Freshman year in Biology. If 
this academic level cannot be maintained, the student would have to return to the 
Traditional Sequence.  It is also expected that once accepted into the 
Accelerated Sequence, the student will follow the sequence through their Junior 
Year.  If this is not what your student wants, or is not capable of maintaining, 
please do not encourage them to pursue this sequence. 
 
 
Does the High School offer any other science classes? 
 
To meet the need for a more focused interest, the High School also provides the 
opportunity for your student to investigate specific subjects through elective 
classes.  These classes are offered as enrollment demands and may not be 
scheduled every year.  These classes are intended to supplement the sequences 
listed above and not to replace any of the classes within any sequence.  These 
classes do not fulfill the science requirement for graduation and they do not meet 
the standard for university and college admissions.  The High School offers, but 
is not limited to the following classes: Geology, Oceanography, and 
Environmental Science. 
 
 
 
On an extremely limited basis, if an individual demonstrates a dedicated interest 
and talent, there is an option of Proficiency Credit.  Availability of this credit is 
based on qualifying scores from the Science State Assessment Test..  
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